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VITAL  STATISTICS 

For  1908. 


SUMMARY. 

Acres  of  Rural  District  ...  ...  ...  27,419 

Assessable  Value,  July,  1901  ...  ...  £135,358 

Population  at  middle  of  last  year  ...  ...  30,176 

Population  in  1901  Census  ...  ...  27,764 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1901  Census  ...  6,053 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ...  4*50 

Death  Rate,  1908,  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  11*06 

Average  Death  Rate  for  previous  ten  years  ...  11*51 

Death  Rate,  1908,  for  England  and  Wales,  less  the 

great  and  smaller  towns  ...  ...  13*8 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  *26 

Birth  Rate,  1908  ...  ...  ...  23*39 

Average  Birth  Rate  for  previous  10  years  ...  24*71 

Birth  Rate,  1908,  for  England  and  Wales,  less  the 

great  and  smaller  towns  ...  ...  26*2 

Infant  Death  Rate  (under  1 year)  per  1,000  births  62*3 

Infant  Death  Rate  Average  for  previous  10  years  103 

Infant  Death  Rate  for  1908,  for  England  and 
Wales,  less  the  great  and  smaller  towns,  per 
1,000  births  ...  ...  ...  110 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Rural  District  of  Bath. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Twenty-seventh  Annual  Report, 
namely,  that  for  the  year  1908. 

The  district  consists  of  nineteen  Parishes  with  no  special 
characteristics  except  with  regard  to  their  relative  position  to 
the  City  of  Bath,  which  is  entirely  surrounded  by  them,  the 
larger  parishes,  Twerton  and  Weston,  being  coterminous  with 
it  on  the  western  side,  whilst  the  others  are  situated  on  the 
adjacent  hills  overlooking  the  City. 

As  the  health  of  a district  is  more  or  less  affected  by  its 
different  surroundings,  I must  again  refer  superficially  to  its 
geological  formation  as  having  an  important  bearing  on  the 
sources  of  water  supply  for  the  wells  and  its  liability  to  con- 
tamination. 

Bath  and  the  surrounding  districts  lie  principally  on  the 
lias,  beneath  the  oolite  range  of  hills,  each  hill  being  com- 
posed of  several  lagers,  viz.: — 

Great  Oolite. 

Fuller’s  Earth  and  Clays. 

Inferior  Oolite. 

Sands  of  the  Inferior  Oolite,  called  Midford  Sands. 

Marl  Stone. 

Lias  Limestone,  as  at  Twerton. 
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It  is  to  Fuller’s  Earth  and  Clays  found  between  the  Great 
and  Inferior  Oolite  that  we  owe  our  upper  supply  of  water 
copious  at  certain  seasons,  but  liable  to  be  readily  affected  by 
the  climatic  conditions  prevailing  at  the  time.  The  water  of 
the  lower  zone  bursting  forth  between  the  sands  at  the  base 
of  the  Inferior  Oolite  and  impervious  lias  Clays  is  more  con- 
stant and  abundant  and  less  liable  to  sudden  fluctuations.  At 
Wellow,  especially  in  the  hamlet  of  Peasedown  St.  John,  both 
the  sources  are  non-existent.  The  Inferior  Oolite  shows  a 
very  great  development,  cropping  up  in  all  directions,  while 
the  Midford  Sands  so  persistent  around  our  hills  thin  out  in 
that  locality,  causing  the  Inferior  Oolite  limestone  to  rest 
immediately  upon  the  upper  lias  and  marls.  The  water 
bearing  bed,  both  in  the  upper  and  lower  belt  of  springs,  is 
therefore  seriously  affected  in  dry  seasons  and  cannot  be 
depended  on  as  a permanent  source  of  supply,  besides  being 
easily  polluted  by  filthy  surroundings. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  27,266  acres. 

The  population  of  the  district  at  the  Census,  1901,  was 
27,764,  but  owing  to  extensive  building  operations  in  the 
Parishes  of  Twerton  and  Weston,  and  the  opening  up  of  a 
colliery  in  the  Parish  of  Dunkerton,  the  population  has  much 
increased,  and  was  estimated  at  30,176  in  the  middle  of  1908. 
The  increase  was  made  up  as  follows  : — 1,719  in  Twerton, 
229  in  Wellow,  and  237  in  Peasedown  St.  John,  a hamlet  of 
Wellow.  In  Monkton  Combe  and  Charlcombe  the  population 
is  affected  by  large  boarding  schools,  and  therefore  varies  in 
accordance  with  the  time  of  year  when  the  census  is  taken. 

I believe  the  population  now  to  be  almost  stationary,  or 
if  any  increase  has  taken  place  in  those  two  parishes  and 
Wellow,  which  is  contiguous  to  Dunkerton,  it  is  met  by  a 
corresponding  decrease,  which  has  been  gradually  going  on 
in  the  other  Pural  parishes. 

The  occupation  of  the  people  is  vary  varied,  consisting 
of  workers  in  Flock,  Paper,  Cloth  and  Flour  Mills,  Engineer- 
ing and  Electrical  Artisans,  Railway  Employees,  Coal  Miners, 
Agricultural  and  General  Labourers,  besides  a large  residen- 
tial population. 

From  the  summary  of  Returns  by  the  various  Registrars, 
the  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  nineteen  parishes  of 
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the  Union  amounted  to  334,  which,  calculated  on  a population 
of  30,176  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1908,  gives  a death  rate 
of  11*06  per  1,000. 

The  corresponding  mortality  for  the  five  previous  years 


1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 


302  ...  10*64  per  1,000 

315  ...  11*00 

308  ...  10*54 

315  ...  10*41 

335  ...  10*97 


As  the  Returns  include  3 deaths  occurring  in  the  Infec- 
tious Hospital,  situated  in  the  parish  of  Claverton,  of  cases 
sent  there  by  the  City  Authority,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
estimate  them  as  not  belonging  to  the  district,  but  at  the 
same  time  it  will  be  necessary  to  add  the  deaths  amounting 
to  38  of  residents  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on 
account  of  illnesses  and  have  died  in  Public  Institutions  else- 
where, viz.,  in  Workhouses,  Hospitals  and  Asylums,  making 
the  total  number  of  deaths  334.  By  this  means  I am  enabled 
to  arrive  at  the  corrected  death  rate,  viz.,  11*06  per  1,000  as 
against  the  recorded  rate  of  9*94  per  1,000. 

The  death  rate  is  the  lowest  recorded  for  some  years,  due 
to  the  absence  of  epidemics  and  the  low  death  rate  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age. 

The  parish  of  Weston,  however,  shows  an  extraordinary 
mortality  amongst  old  people  as  if  that  favoured  locality  was 
conducive  to  longevity,  no  less  than  39  deaths,  26  being 
females,  were  registered  between  70  and  96  years  of  age,  viz., 
19  between  70  and  80,  17  between  80  and  90,  and  3 between 
90  and  100. 


The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  district  for  the 
same  period  was  706,  viz.,  348  males  and  358  females,  an 
excess  of  372  over  deaths,  representing  the  natural  increase 
of  population  and  a birth  rate  of  23*39  per  1,000. 

The  corresponding  birth  rate  for  the  five  previous  years 
was : — 

1903  ...  726  ...  25*58  per  1,000 

1904  ...  691  ...  24*15 

1905  ...  692  ...  23*69 

1906  ...  740  ...  24*67 

1907  ...  650  ...  21*29 
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In  the  Twerton  Registration  districts  the  births  num- 
bered 466,  viz.,  231  males  and  235  females,  and  excess  of  284 
over  deaths. 

In  the  Batheaston  districts,  inclusive  of  Weston,  the 
births  were  193,  viz.,  100  males  and  93  females,  an  excess  of 
65  over  deaths.  In  the  rural  parishes  of  the  Bathwick  dis- 
tricts the  births  were  47,  viz.,  17  males  and  30  females,  an 
excess  of  23  only. 

It  will  be  observed  that  there  has  been  a slight  increase 
in  the  birth  rate  compared  with  previous  years,  which  must 
be  credited  to  the  parish  of  Twerton,  the  children  being  born 
to  parents  entirely  of  the  artisan  and  labouring  classes. 
Most  of  the  other  parishes,  however,  show  a declining  birth 
rate,  nearly  approximating  to  the  death  rate. 

In  the  following  Table  will  be  found  summarized  the 
statistics  of  the  19  parishes  of  the  Union,  which  are  separate 
districts  and  areas  of  known  extent  and  population. 


Parish. 

Population 

1901 

Census. 

Population 
estimated 
to  middle 
of  1908. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Death  rate 
per  1000. 

Bathampton 

460 

438 

6 

5 

11-41 

Batheaston 

1648 

1594 

17 

24 

15-05 

Bathf  ord 

891 

896 

25 

9 

10-04 

Charlcombe 

775 

820 

7 

2 

243 

Claverton 

496 

523 

9 

3 

5.73 

Combe  Hay 

163 

163 

6 

2 

12-27 

Dunkerton 

439 

480 

31 

9 

18-75 

English  Combe 

345 

363 

7 

3 

8-23 

Hinton  Charterhouse  . . . 

519 

519 

4 

4 

7-70 

Freshford 

531 

520 

7 

7 

1346 

Langridge 

63 

63 

1 

. . . 

Monkton  Combe 

1743 

1830 

32 

16 

8-74 

Southstoke 

405 

405 

11 

4 

9-87 

St.  Catherine’s 

109 

109 

4 

• • • 

. . . 

Swainswick 

562 

653 

10 

2 

3-06 

Twerton 

11098 

12817 

362 

132 

10-29 

W ellow 

1485 

1722 

38 

21 

12-12 

Weston 

5962 

6191 

129 

88 

1421 

W oolley 

70 

70 

1 

2 

... 

27764 

30176 

706 

334 

1106 
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The  addition  of  deaths  of  residents  occuring  in  Public 
Institutions  outside  the  district  are  dealt  with  in  this  Table. 

On  analysing  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  most  of  the 
parishes  show  a very  low  death  rate,  indicating  their  healthy 
condition.  Batheaston  and  Dunkerton,  however,  show  rather 
an  increased  rate,  due  to  an  exceptional  mortality  of  suicides 
by  drowning  of  non-residents  in  the  river  Avon,  which  runs 
through  the  village  of  Batheaston,  and  a number  of  accidents 
in  the  colliery  district  of  Dunkerton. 

The  total  death  rate,  11*06  per  1,000,  is  a very  favourable 
one  and  compares  well  wTith  other  districts. 

The  mortality,  according  to  sex,  was  144  males  and  190 
females — 334. 


106  deaths- 

—43  males,  63  females, 

were  returned 

in 

the  1st 

95  „ 

41  „ 54 

n 

>> 

>> 

2nd 

60  „ 

31  „ 29 

jj 

j) 

>> 

3rd 

73  „ 

29  „ 44 

n 

M 

>> 

4th 

334 

144  190 

The  abnormal  fall  in  the  death  rate  of  the  3rd  quarter 
of  the  year  was  mainly  due  to  the  showery  and  exceedingly 
cold  summer  which  checked  the  rise  in  the  rate  of  child 
mortality  which  usually  occurs  in  that  quarter. 

44  deaths — 27  males,  17  females,  were  returned  under  1 year. 


16 

>> 

4 

jj 

12 

>> 

)) 

between  1 and  5 ,, 

13 

5 

8 

>> 

>> 

>> 

5 and  15  „ 

22 

>> 

9 

13 

>> 

>> 

>> 

15  and  25  ,, 

107 

>> 

40 

67 

j) 

>> 

25  and  65  „ 

132 

>> 

59 

)) 

73 

f) 

>> 

65  and  upwards 

334 

144 

190 

The  infant  mortality  under  1 year  of  age  was  44,  and 
1*45  per  1,000  of  population,  and  measured  by  the  proportion 
of  deaths  and  births  registered  was  equal  to  62*3  per  1,000, 
that  is  to  say,  for  every  1,000  births  in  1908,  62*3  died  before 
the  first  year  of  life  was  completed.  Of  the  total  number  of 
deaths,  the  death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  represented  131 
per  1,000. 

The  above  figures  are  most  satisfactory,  but  in  my 
opinion  those  given  only  for  one  year  offer  no  criterion  of  the 
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general  health  of  the  district,  which  is  dependent  so  much  on 
epidemics  and  the  state  of  the  weather,  although  a great  deal 
was  made  of  it  at  the  late  enquiry  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  when  88  per  1,000  births  was  returned  by  the  City 
Authorities  as  the  rate  for  1907.  It  will  be  seen  that  by 
adding  those  residents  dying  out  of  the  district  to  the  regis- 
tered total,  the  net  death  rate  was  62  per  1,000  births  for  the 
rural  districts,  but  the  average  for  ten  years  amounted  to  103, 


varying  very  much  in  different  years. 

The  334  deaths  included  : — 

(a)  Zymotic  Diseases — 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  3 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  1 

Measles  ...  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  2 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  1 

Influenza  ...  ...  4 

(b)  Constitutional  Diseases — 

Phthisis  ...  ...  23 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ...  12 

Cancer  ...  ...  27 

Gout  ...  ...  1 

Marasmus  ...  ...  8 

Diabetes  ...  ...  3 

(c)  Local  Diseases  : — 

1.  Nervous  Diseases — 

Of  Brain  and  Membranes  ...  27 

Of  Spine  ...  ...  2 

Meningitis  ...  ...  5 

Epilepsy  ...  ...  1 

Convulsions  ...  ...  5 

Chorea  ...  ...  1 

2.  Respiratory  Organs — 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  38 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  16 

Pleurisy  ...  ...  1 

Tonsillitis  ...  ...  1 

3.  Organs  of  Circulation — 

Diseases  of  Heart  ...  ...  37 

Aneurism  ...  ...  1 

Syncope  ...  ...  1 
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4.  Organs  of  Digestion — 

Disease  of  Liver  ...  ...  1 

Disease  of  Stomach  ...  ...  3 

Disease  of  Bowels  ...  ...  3 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ...  ...  8 

5.  Diseases  of  Urinary  Organs — 

Disease  of  Kidneys  ...  ...  5 

6.  Accidents  of  Child  Birth — 

Premature  Births  ...  ...  17 

7.  Injuries — 

Accidents — 

Burns  ...  ...  1 

Suffocation  ...  ...  1 

Bicycle  accident  ...  ...  1 

Colliery  accident  ...  ...  4 

Fall  ...  ...  1 

Found  dead  in  a field  ...  1 

Suicides — 

Gun-shot  wounds  ...  ...  1 

Drowning  ...  ...  6 

Poison  ...  ...  1 

Hanging  ...  ...  1 

Murdered — 

By  Drowning  ...  ...  1 

(i d ) Senile  decay  ...  ...  ...  25 

( e ) Miscellaneous  causes  ...  ...  30 


During  the  year  there  has  been  again  no  serious  outbreak 
of  Infectious  diseases.  Bronchitis  and  Heart  disease  head 
the  list  of  deaths  of  the  local  diseases.  Of  the  Constitutional 
diseases,  Cancer  and  Phthisis  with  other  Tubercular  diseases 
follow  very  closely,  Twerton  and  Weston  being  credited  with 
24  of  Cancer  and  31  of  Phthisis. 

The  list  of  accidents  and  suicides  is  very  long,  especially 
the  latter  by  drowning  in  the  river  Avon. 

Two  deaths  were  returned  as  not  being  certified,  in  one 
case  that  of  an  infant  prematurely  born,  and  a case  of  Diabetes 
in  an  elderly  man. 

Thirty-five  deaths  were  certified  by  the  Coroner  after 
inquests. 
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The  following  63  cases  were  notified 


Diphtheria 

14 

Scarlet  Fever 

23 

Enteric  Fever 

3 

Continued  Fever 

1 

Erysipelas 

20 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

Total  63 

The  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : 


Removed  to  Hospital. 

Treated  at  Home. 

Diphtheria 

9 

5 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

10 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

2 

Continued  Fever  ... 

1 

Erysipelas 

20 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

2 

Totals  ... 

23 

40 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from 
the  seven  chief  Zymotic  diseases  in  the  various  parishes,  ex- 
cluding those  not  belonging  to  the  district  occurring  in  the 
Isolation  Hospital  in  the  parish  of  Claverton. 


The  deaths  from  these  diseases  average  ‘26  per  1,000  of 
population. 


Parish. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Measles. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Diarrhoea. 

Batheaston 

1 

1 

Twerton  ... 
Wellow  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Weston  ... 

1 

... 

Totals  ... 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

During  the  year  90  cases  of  Infectious  diseases  were 
admitted  into  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Claverton  against  205 
for  1907,  a decline  most  remarkable.  There  were  4 deaths, 
3 of  Diphtheria  and  1 of  Scarlet  .Fever,  as  well  as  1 of 
Enteric  and  2 of  Diphtheria  in  the  Bath  United  Hospital. 
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The  cases  were  39  of  Diphtheria,  56  of  ‘Scarlet  Fever, 
2 of  Chicken  Pox,  1 of  Measles  and  1 a doubtful  case. 

Of  these,  9 cases  of  Diphtheria  and  13  of  Scarlet  Fever 
were  sent  from  the  Rural  districts,  viz. : — 


Parish. 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Batheaston 

3 

Bathford 

1 

• . . 

Charlcombe 

• • . 

5 

Englishcombe 

. . i 

1 

Freshford 

• ♦ . 

1 

Twerton 

3 

6 

Weston 

2 

... 

Totals 

9 

13 

Of  the  notifiable  diseases,  patients  who  could  not  be 
isolated  in  their  homes  were  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at 
Claverton  under  an  agreement  with  the  Civic  Authority,  and 
their  houses  were  immediately  disinfected  after  their  removal 
by  an  Officer  of  the  Rural  District  Council.  Of  those  treated 
at  home,  printed  instructions  were  given,  to  be  posted  up  in 
the  sick  room,  relating  to  the  general  management  of  the  case 
under  treatment,  and  a card  also  left  to  be  returned  by  the 
medical  man  in  attendance  to  the  Authority  when  the  patient 
was  considered  sufficiently  well  for  the  house  to  be  disinfected. 
Disinfectants  were  supplied  free  of  cost  during  the  illness. 
The  master  of  the  school  was  also  notified  of  the  existence 
of  infectious  disease,  with  a request  that  he  would  not  permit 
any  child  living  in  the  infected  house  to  attend  school  until 
further  notice. 

The  summary  of  action  taken  during  the  year  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  Infectious  diseases  embraced  the  various  pre- 
cautions referred  to  in  my  previous  reports.  Of  notifiable 
diseases  the  total  was  smaller  than  for  many  years  past,  and 
during  the  months  of  July,  August  and  September  practically 
none  were  received. 

Scarlet  Fever  : 23  cases  were  notified  against  55  in 
1907.  There  were  no  deaths,  except  one  in  the  Isolation 
Hospital  not  belonging  to  the  district.  The  cases  were  of  a 
very  mild  type,  cropping  up  at  intervals  in  various  parts  of 


12 


the  district,  many  of  the  cases  escaping  observation  until  the 
peeling  stage  was  reached.  School  attendance  where  personal 
contact  could  not  be  avoided,  no  doubt  was  the  origin  of  many 
of  the  cases.  As  regards  the  cases  treated  at  home,  isolation 
being  practicable  and  personal  contact  prevented,  although 
other  children  were  in  the  house,  in  no  instance  was  there  any 
spread  of  the  disease,  and  the  results  were  as  favourable,  if 
not  better,  than  those  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Diphtheria.  : 14  cases  were  notified,  viz.,  3 in  Batheaston, 
2 in  Bathford,  6 in  Twerton  and  3 in  Weston.  Seven  of  these 
were  treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  with  one  death,  2 other 
deaths  were  reported  from  the  Bath  United  Hospital,  where 
the  children  had  been  admitted  in  each  case  for  Bronchitis, 
as  there  was  no  bacteriological  examination,  I look  upon  these 
cases  as  doubtful.  It  is  very  difficult  to  trace  the  origin  of 
this  disease,  but  it  is  believed  that  personal  contact  is  neces- 
sary for  its  spread,  and  when  we  take  into  consideration  that 
apparently  healthy  persons  may  be  carriers  of  the  disease  in 
their  throats  or  noses,  over-crowded  cars  which  are  so  general 
in  Bath  at  certain  times  in  the  day  may  be  the  cause  of  many 
isolated  outbreaks  of  this  disease  in  the  different  parishes. 

Enteric  Fevter  : 3 cases  only  have  been  notified,  all 
occurring  in  the  parish  of  Twerton  ; 2 of  these  were  certainly 
doubtful  as  the  patients  were  ill  only  about  a week.  The  third 
case,  a woman  aged  53,  died  at  the  Bath  United  Hospital, 
where  she  was  sent  for  treatment,  the  death  being  registered 
as  Typhoid  Fever  and  Pneumonia. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  which  are  not  notified, 
prevailed  to  some  extent  in  the  month  of  May.  There  was 
1 death  from  Measles  in  Twerton  and  2 from  Whooping 
Cough,  one  each  in  Twerton  and  Batheaston.  It  was  not 
thought  advisable  to  close  the  schools,  except  at  Bailbrook,  a 
hamlet  of  Batheaston,  but  the  children  from  infected  houses 
were  excluded  from  attendance  at  my  recommendation  in  some 
of  the  other  parishes. 

During  the  past  year,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  tabulated 
statement  annexed  hereto,  the  district  has  been  kept  under 
constant  supervision,  and  a large  number  of  cases  dealing 
with  nuisances  arising  from  defective  drainage,  water  supply, 
and  the  many  other  matters  which  now  come  within  the 
administration  of  a Sanitary  Authority  have  been  reported  to 
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the  Council  from  time  to  time.  All  cases  so  reported  are 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  monthly, 
so  that  the  Council  through  the  Sanitary  Committee  is  kept 
well  posted  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  frequent  measures 
which  are  ^necessary  for  the  protection  and  maintenance  of 
the  Public  Health.  Several  months  ago  my  Committee  ap- 
pointed a Special  Committee  to  consider  and  revise  the  Bye- 
Laws.  This  Committee  took  as  a model,  the  latest  issued  by 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  worked  for  several  months 
on  the  revision.  Just  before  the  work  was  completed  the 
Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1907,  was  passed.  As  this 
Act  dealt  with  several  matters  provided  for  by  the  Bye- 
Laws  and  would  render  many  of  the  proposed  new  Bye-Laws 
unnecessary,  the  Committee  resolved  to  apply  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  an  order  making  the  Act  applicable  to 
the  whole  district,  but  the  Local  Government  Board  has  not 
as  yet  made  any  reply. 

Urban  Powers  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  have 
been  conferred  on  the  Rural  District  Council,  and  the  Model 
Bye-Laws  of  the  Local  Government  Board  have  been  adopted 
with  respect  to  New  Streets  and  Buildings  ; The  Cleansing  of 
Footways  and  Pavements  ; The  removal  of  Horse  Refuse  in 
Twerton,  Weston,  Batheaston,  Bathford,  Bathampton  and 
Monkton  Combe  ; The  Cleansing  of  Earth  Closets,  Privies, 
Ashpits  and  Cesspools,  since  the  year  1882  ; The  keeping  of 
Water  Closets  supplied  with . sufficient  water  for  flushing,  as 
well  as  Bye-Laws  with  respect  to  common  Lodging-houses  in 
Twerton.  Urban  powers  were  also  obtained  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1890,  part  3,  and  the  Private  Street  Works  Act, 
1892.  The  Rural  District  Council  has  supervision  over 
Slaughter-houses,  Bakehouses,  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Milk-shops, 
Workshops  and  offensive  trades  and  have  adopted  Bye-Laws 
for  their  general  guidance. 

The  following  Acts  have  also  been  adopted  in  portions  of 
the  district : — 

The  Lighting  and  Watching  Act,  1873,  with  regard  to 
Batheaston,  Charlcombe,  Twerton  and  Weston. 

The  Public  Improvement  Act  and  the  Baths  and  Wash- 
houses Acts  in  Twerton. 

The  Burial  Acts,  1852  to  1885,  in  Twerton  and  Weston. 
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The  Building  and  Street  Acts,  1886. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Notification  Act,  1889). 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention  Act,  1890). 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  Midwives  Act  are  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Somerset  County  Council.  ' 

The  Bye-Laws  with  regard  to  buildings  have  been  most 
efficiently  attended  to,  and  the  drains  and  sewers  tested  either 
by  water  or  the  smoke  test. 

New  houses  are  required  to  have  all  external  walls  of  a 
minimum  of  9 inches  thickness  and  streets  36  feet  in  width. 

The  notification  of  Births  Act  has  not  been  adopted  by 
my  Authority.  The  object  of  this  Act  is  to  provide  a speedy 
means  whereby  information  of  * the  birth  of  a child  may  be 
given  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Local  Authority, 
so  that,  if  necessary  advice  may  be  offered  to  the  mother  in 
regard  to  the  nursing  and  nurture  of  the  child,  which  it  is 
hoped  may  lead  to  an  appreciable  reduction  in  infant  mor- 
tality. A Local  Authority  is  expected  to  show  that  it  is  in 
possession  of  machinery  by  which  to  follow  up  the  notifica- 
tions to  be  received.  There  is  no  doubt  that  every  year  a 
large  number  of  infants  are  needlessly  lost  by  improper  treat- 
ment, and  that  the  appointment  of  a Health  Visitor  provides 
facilities  for  giving  ignorant  mothers  sound  advice  as  to  the 
nurture  of  their  new  born  infants.  The  value  of  the  Act  has 
already  been  demonstrated  in  several  towns  where  it  has  been 
in  force  for  some  time,  by  the  reduction  of  the  infant  death 
rate  by  one  half.  Nevertheless  I must  point  out  here  that  if 
the  Act  is  adopted  it  could  only  apply  to  the  parishes  imme- 
diately contiguous  to  Bath,  the  other  parishes  being  so  scattered 
over  a large  area,  that  a half  time  health  visitor  would  be 
unable  to  carry  out  all  the  requirements  expected  of  her. 


Housing:  Accommodation. 

I have  in  my  previous  reports  stated  generally  that 
housing  accommodation  throughout  the  district  is  satisfactory, 
and  that  there  are  sufficient  houses  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  people,  although  there  are  a number  of  old  houses  in 
the  older  parts  of  many  of  the  villages  which  are  not  up  to 
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date  in  their  requirements  by  reason  of  the  age  of  the  build- 
ings. It  is  moreover  quite  impossible  to  get  them  in  such 
order  as  to  compare  with  houses  of  more  modern  construction, 
and  many  difficulties  are  experienced  when  dealing  with  such 
properties.  Their  condition  is  not  bad  enough  to  close  the 
houses  as  unfit  for  human  habitation,  therefore  all  that  can 
be  done  is  to  see  that  they  are  maintained  in  a habitable  con- 
dition of  repair  and  their  surroundings,  as  regard  drainage 
and  water  supply,  sufficient.  These  houses  are  let  at  low 
rentals  in  single  tenements  to  the  very  poor,  so  that  in  this 
respect  at  least  they  meet  the  requirements  of  those  who  are 
compelled  by  poverty  to  live  in  them,  and  who,  if  these  houses 
were  not  available,  would  probably  be  driven  to  seek  shelter 
in  overcrowded  and  more  unhealthy  localities. 

During  the  past  year  considerable  attention  has  been  paid 
to  this  class  of  property,  and  the  Council’s  officials  are  still 
engaged  in  getting  improvements  effected  in  providing  flush 
boxes  to  the  w.c.’s,  and  rain  water  shooting  to  prevent  con- 
tinued dampness  to  the  vralls.  Proceedings  were  taken  before 
the  Magistrates  under  Section  94  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  in 
the  case  of  four  houses  at  Twerton  requiring  repairs  to  the 
washhouses,  walls,  roofs,  floors,  &c.  An  order  was  made  on 
the  owners  by  the  Justices  for  the  repairs  to  be  carried  out, 
the  owner,  however,  ejected  the  tenants  instead  of  executing 
the  repairs  and  so  defeated  the  object  the  Council  had  in  view. 
The  houses  are  still  empty.  Notices  have  also  been  served 
in  respect  to  this  class  of  property  on  the  owners  of  a rank 
of  buildings  called  the  Close,  Waterloo  Buildings  and  Rush 
Hill,  in  the  parish  of  Twerton,  and  others  on  the  Batch  in  the 
parish  of  Weston. 

I do  not  consider  that  any  insanitary  areas  exist  in  any 
of  the  parishes  in  question  requiring  the  intervention  of  the 
Council  for  demolition. 

Water  Supply. 

Generally  speaking,  the  Public  Water  Supply  throughout 
the  district  provided  by  the  Council  have,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions,  been  well  maintained,  and  in  no  instance,  with 
the  exception  of  Peasedown  St.  John,  has  the  public  suffered 
from  wrant  of  water  from  natural  causes,  as  the  various 
springs  acquired  for  the  purpose  yielded  ample  quantity  to 
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meet  the  requirements  of  the  parishes  for  which  such  public 
supplies  have  been  provided.  The  one  or  two  exceptions  I 
shall  refer  to  later,  and  also  state  what  measures  have  been 
adopted  to  remedy  the  incidences  which  caused  the  supply 
to  be  inadequate  or  intermittent.  I may  state  the  great 
desire  has  been  to  procure  a good  water  supply  for  all  the 
villages,  and  it  has  been  obtained  in  various  ways,  either  by 
windmills  or  oil  engines  as  driving  powers. 

Sewerage. 

The  Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal  Works  existing  in  the 
district  have  also  received  the  amount  of  attention  necessary 
to  maintain  them  in  good  and  sufficient  repair.  Considerable 
sewer  extensions  have  been  made  to  localities  which  were 
previously  not  sewered.  A small  installation  of  Sewage  Dis- 
posal Works  has  also  been  constructed  at  Midford  for  the 
drainage  of  a group  of  houses  which  drained  into  the  Canal 
and  adjacent  brook.  The  public  sewage  tanks  at  Combe 
Down  and  elsewhere  have  also  been  emptied  at  regular  inter- 
vals, and  although  no  nuisances  have  been  complained  of  from 
the  process  of  emptying,  I have  frequently  expressed  my 
disapproval  of  this  method  of  sewage  disposal. 

It  is,  however,  a source  of  gratification  to  me  to  be  able 
to  report  that  during  the  year  the  Council  has  engaged  the 
services  of  Messrs.  Willcox  & Raikes,  Civil  Engineers,  to  act 
in  conjunction  with  the  Council’s  Surveyor  to  report  on  and 
devise  certain  schemes  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  for  several  parishes  of  the  district.  These  schemes, 
which  have  already  being  provisionally  approved  of  by  the 
Council,  will,  when  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  entirely  do  away  with  the  objectional  sewage  tanks  of 
which  I have  frequently  complained. 

Building  operations  are  still  being  extensively  carried  on 
in  many  parts  of  the  district,  although  not  to  the  same  extent 
as  during  the  past  years.  All  new  houses  were  supplied  with 
water  before  occupation  was  allowed  and  certificates  granted 
under  the  Public  Health  Water  Act,  but  in  no  case  was  such 
certificate  given  until  it  had  been  satisfactorily  proved  by 
analysis  that  the  water  supplied  was  pure  and  fit  for  domestic 
purposes. 
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The  Bakehouses,  Slaughterhouses,  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 
Milkshops  have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time  and  notices 
served  on  the  occupier  whenever  any  defects  were  found  re- 
quiring attention. 

Twerton  : I reported  last  year  that  during  heavy  rain- 
falls the  district  of  Oldfield  Park  West,  in  this  parish  was 
subjected  to  occasional  flooding  by  reason  of  the  sewers  being 
over-charged,  and  that  a Sub-Committee  had  been  appointed 
to  interview  the  Sanitary  Committee  of  the  Town  Council 
with  the  view  of  obviating  the  nuisance.  At  the  interview 
which  took  place  between  the  two  Committees  it  was  arranged 
that  the  Engineer  (Mr.  Radford),  acting  for  the  Town  Council, 
should  confer  with  the  Council  Surveyor  on  the  matters  at 
issue  with  the  view  of  devising  measures  for  temporary  relief 
to  prevent  the  flooding.  Arising  out  of  that  conference  it 
was  arranged  that  certain  relief  sewers  should  be  provided 
from  the  manholes  and  surface  gratings,  each  party  agreeing 
to  pay  a moiety  of  the  cost.  The  suggested  works  were 
carried  out,  and  I am  glad  to  say  that  no  repetition  of  the 
flooding  occurred  during  the  Autumn  or  Winter.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  remedial  measures  adopted  will  be  sufficient  to  pre- 
vent a further  recurrence  of  the  flooding  until  the  greater 
sewage  scheme  in  contemplation  is  carried  out. 

During  the  year  further  sewage  extensions  of  about  400 
yards  were  made  at  South  Twerton  by  the  provision  of  a new 
9-inch  sewer  for  the  drainage  of  Whiteway  Road  (at  a con- 
siderable cost  owing  to  its  depth),  so  that  the  houses  along 
the  south-west  boundary  of  the  parish  are  now  provided  with 
sewerage,  and  the  cesspools  which  existed  have  been  perma- 
nently closed.  A further  extension  was  also  made  at  Rush 
Hill  and  at  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  parish  at  English- 
cornbe  Road,  so  that  a great  portion  of  the  southern  part  of 
the  parish  is  now  sewered  and  provided  with  steel  shaft  ven- 
tilators at  the  various  terminals.  A further  extension  is 
required  at  the  top  of  Rush  Hill  to  include  a group  of  houses 
at  the  most  southerly  boundary  of  the  parish.  A further 
extension  at  the  north-west  end  of  White  way  Road  is  also 
required  to  complete  the  whole  section  which  was  recommen- 
ded by  the  Twerton  Parochial  Committee  and  adopted  by  the 
Council. 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  works  about  70  yards 
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of  24-inch  pipe  sewer  was  laid  in  at  Lyndhurst  and  Millmead 
Road  to  meet  the  demand  made  on  the  existing  sewer  by  the 
increased  volume  from  the  southern  district.  All  the  other 
sewers  have  been  kept  in  good_  working  order  throughout  the 
parish  and  repaired  as  the  necessity  arose.  All  new  sewers 
were  tested  by  the  smoke  test  by  the  Council’s  Officials. 

Weston  : It  has  not  been  necessary  in  this  parish  for 
the  Council  to  undertake  any  sewer  extensions  as  all  necessary 
extensions  for  new  buildings  have  been  made  at  the  cost  of 
the  owner,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Council.  The  old 
stone  sewer  at  Newbridge  Hill,  from  Partis  College  and  other 
properties  in  that  locality,  have  not  yet  been  reconstructed, 
neither  has  a sewer  been  provided  for  the  drainage  of  the 
houses  in  the  Ivelston  Road  as  anticipated  in  my  report  last 
year.  The  Council  will,  I hope,  put  these  works  in  hand 
during  the  coming  spring. 

Combe  Down  and  Monkton  Combe  : The  public  sewage 
tanks  at  Combe  Down  have  been  properly  emptied  from  time 
to  time,  but  these  tanks  I hope  will  soon  be  abolished  alto- 
gether, as  considerable  progress  has  been  made  towards  the 
provision  of  a Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  for 
these  localities. 

Plans  have  been  prepared  by  Messrs.  Willcox  & Raikes 
for  a complete  scheme  of  sewerage  for  Combe  Down  and  part 
of  Claverton,  as  well  as  outfall  works  designed  for  the  puri- 
fication of  the  sewage,  including  that  from  the  village  of 
Monkton  Combe. 

The  Council  now  await  the  decision  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  as  to  whether  Monkton  Combe  parish  is  to  be 
annexed  to  the  City  under  the  application  of  the  Town  Council 
for  an  extension  of  the  City  Boundaries,  as  until  this  question 
has  been  definitely  settled  the  further  consideration  of  the 
scheme,  together  with  the  sewerage  of  the  other  parishes, 
must  remain  in  abeyance. 

Freshford  : The  sewage  scheme  prepared  for  the  drain- 
age of  this  parish  was  considered  at  an  Inquiry  instituted  by 
the  Local  Government*  Board,  on  February  last,  and  was 
strongly  opposed  by  the  parishioners. 

I regret  to  say  the  scheme  did  not  receive  the  sanction 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  owing  chiefly  to  the  evidence 
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adduced  at  the  inquiry  of  the  occasional  flooding  of  the  land 
at  the  proposed  site  for  the  outfall  works. 

The  District  Council,  however,  has  now  arranged  for  the 
scheme  to  be  revised  by  the  Surveyor  in  consultation  with 
Mr.  J.  E.  Willcox,  C.E.,  with  the  view  of  meeting  the  require- 
ments of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  further  plans  will 
shortly  be  laid  before  the  District  Council. 

Wellow  : The  sewers  in  this  village  and  the  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  continue  to  give  satisfaction,  and  no  exten- 
sions or  renewals  have  been  necessary. 

Hinton  Charterhouse  : The  sewers  in  this  parish  also 
continue  to  work  well,  and  no  trouble  has  occurred  during 
the  year.  An  extension  of  about  100  yards  of  6-inch  pipe 
sewer  has  been  made  to  connect  up  a small  group  of  houses 
to  the  general  system. 

Southstoke  : In  the  village  of  Midford,  in  the  parish  of 
Southstoke,  the  Council  have  had  some  difficulty  in  dealing 
with  the  drainage  of  a group  of  houses  which  for  some  years 
past  have  drained'  into  the  Canal.  The  construction  of  the 
New  Railway  from  Camerton  to  Limpley  Stoke  caused  the 
Canal  to  be  drained,  so  that  the  bed  of  the  Canal  became  an 
open  sewer.  At  the  same  time  an  old  sewer  from  Upper 
Midford,  which  for  years  past  had  discharged  into  a culvert 
which  was  flushed  by  water  from  the  Canal  basin  and  which 
passed  under  the  Canal  to  the  Midford  Brook,  became  a 
nuisance  owing  to  the  abstraction  of  the  Canal  water.  The 
Council,  therefore,  had  to  devise  means  for  dealing  with  the 
matters,  with  the  result  that  after  a great  deal  of  trouble  a 
site  was  obtained  from  the  Great  Western  Railway  Company 
and  a small  installation  of  Sewage  Disposal  Work  was  laid 
down,  consisting  of  Septic  Tank  and  Filters,  fitted  with 
Stoddart’s  Distributor.  The  old  sewer  from  Upper  Midford 
has  now  been  connected  to  the  tank  and  a new  6-inch  pipe 
sewer  provided  for  the  houses  which  drained  into  the  Canal. 
These  works  have  been  in  operation  for  some  months,  so  that 
the  sewage  is  diverted  entirely  from  the  Canal  bed  and  treated 
before  passing  into  the  stream.  Some  complaint  has  been 
made  of  an  occasional  offensive  smell  arising  from  the  works, 
but  this  to  a great  extent  has  been  overcome  and  will,  I 
believe,  be  entirely  so  when  the  supply  of  water  to  the  houses 
has  been  more  abundantly  provided  for  better  flushing,  and 
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this  is  now  about  to  be  accomplished  by  an  extension  of  the 
Bath  High  Level  Water  Main. 

Water  Supply. 

In  those  portions  of  the  districts  which  derive  water  from 
the  Bath  Corporation  Works  few  complaints  were  made  as  to 
the  quantity  given  for  domestic  use.  Street  watering,  how- 
ever, had  to  be  entirely  abandoned  in  the  parishes  of  Weston 
and  Twerton  after  the  first  week  in  July  as  the  Bath  Corpor- 
ation prohibited  the  use  of  water  by  the  District  Council  for 
that  purpose  so  that  through  the  months  of  July,  August  and 
September,  grave  complaints  were  made  of  the  nuisance  from 
dust  in  these  districts.  As  the  Bath  Corporation  are  under 
an  obligation  to  give  these  parishes  a constant  supply  of  water 
for  all  purposes  it  becomes  a very  serious  question  as  to  how 
far  the  present  sources  of  supply  are  sufficient  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  district  which  they  are  obliged  to  supply 
and  how  far  they  are  justified  in  cutting  off  at  a few  day’s 
notice  water  for  street  watering  to  the  detriment  of  the  locali- 
ties so  deprived.  The  question  will  probably  be  solved  in  the 
near  future. 

Bathford  : The  supply  of  water  to  the  village  provided 
by  the  Council  did  not  fail  throughout  the  year,  except  for  a 
few  days  when  it  was  necessary  to  effect  some  slight  repairs 
to  the  Reservoir,  during  which  time  the  mains  were  kept 
charged  throughout  the  day. 

Wellow  : This  supply  also  did  not  fail  in  any  way,  and 
it  was  not  necessary  to  shorten  the  hours  of  supply  at  all, 
although  a very  considerable  quantity  of  water  is  used  for 
refrigerating  in  dairy  work. 

Shoscombe  and  Single  Hill  : No  trouble  was  experi- 
enced at  these  works  and  no  shortness  of  water  recorded. 

During  the  year  a new  Oil  Engine  and  small  Engine- 
house  have  been  erected  at  the  pumping  station  to  supplement 
the  Wind  Motor  at  a cost  of  about  £130,  so  that  in  future  if 
the  wind  fails  to  maintain  the  supply  the  Oil  Engine  can  be 
at  once  coupled  up  to  the  pumps.  I do  not,  therefore,  antici- 
pate that  any  further  trouble  will  arise  in  this  respect  as  the 
pumping  arrangements  are  now  all  that  can  be  desired. 
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Hinton  Charterhouse  : The  supply  of  this  parish,  which 
is  pumped  by  Wind  Motor,  has  been  well  maintained,  no 
deficiency  occurring.  Owing,  however,  to  the  insufficient 
force  of  the  wind  for  a few  weeks  the  supply  ran  short  in  the 
tank  and  water  had  to  be  carted  for  a short  time  daily.  It  is 
satisfactory,  however,  to  report  that  this  difficulty  will  not  I 
hope  again  occur,  as  owing  to  the  extension  of  the  Combe 
Down  High  Level  Water  Mains  through  the  village,  the 
Council  have  made  arrangement  with  the  Water  Company 
for  a supply  by  meter  to  the  public  tank  when  the  wind  fails. 
The  connection  has  been  made  and  can  now  be  used  at  any 
moment  when  required. 

Peasedown  St.  John  : Considerable  inconvenience  was 
again  experienced  at  Peasedown  St.  John  during  the  past 
summer,  as  no  water  could  be  obtained  from  the  mains  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  day  for  some  months.  This  was  due 
to  the  insufficiency  of  the  Radstock  supply  to  maintain  a 
pressure  equal  to  the  demand  during  the  day,  and  to  the  want 
of  a Reservoir  at  the  Peasedown  end  to  store  water  during 
the  night  flow. 

The  Joint  Committee  have  now,  however,  acquired  the 
land  at  Huddox  Hill  for  the  construction  of  the  Reservoir, 
and  the  Local  Government  Board  has  sanctioned  the  loan  for 
the  requisite  work.  The  Reservoir  will  therefore  be  now 
proceeded  with  at  an  early  date,  and  no  further  inconvenience 
should  be  felt  after  its  completion. 

Monkton  Combe  : The  supply  to  this  village  from  the 
Council’s  works  has  been  abundant,  and  is  in  every  way 
satisfactory. 

Several  new  houses  have  been  supplied  from  the  main 
during  the  year,  and  application  has  been  made  for  a supply 
to  the  Railway  Station  to  be  erected  in  connection  with  the 
New  Railway. 

Dunkerton  : In  those  portions  of  the  parish  of  Dunker- 
ton  not  within  the  radius  of  Peasedown  Joint  Supply,  somQ 
difficulty  has  been  felt  during  the  summer  months  from 
shortness  of  water  owing  to  the  scattered  nature  of  the 
parish  it  is  almost  impossible  by  reason  of  the  cost  to  pro- 
vide a supply  from  one  source. 

To  meet  the  requirements  in  this  respect  of  a group  of 
houses,  some  twenty  in  number,  near  the  Swan  Inn,  the 
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District  Council  are  now  considering  a suggestion  of  the 
Surveyors  to  lay  on  water  from  a never-failing  spring  at 
Dunkerton  Hill  to  the  houses  in  question.  The  work  neces- 
sary to  give  an  ample  supply  to  these  houses  for  all  domestic 
purposes  can  be  executed  at  a very  moderate  cost.  The  matter 
has  been  referred  to  the  Dunkerton  Parish  Council  who,  I 
hope,  will  see  the  desirability  of  adopting  the  proposals  so 
that  a supply  can  be  brought  to  within  a reasonable  distance 
of  the  houses  before  the  summer  months  set  in. 

The  other  parishes  in  the  district  of  this  Council  not 
especially  named  are  generally  well  supplied  with  water  from 
springs  and  private  sources,  and  with  one  or  two  slight 
exceptions  I have  no  reason  to  complain  of  the  general  pro- 
visions in  that  respect. 

Midford  : At  Midford,  one  of  the  villages  not  altogether 
well  provided,  an  extension  of  the  Combe  Down  and  High 
Level  Company’s  Mains  is  about  to  be  made  to  the  Railway 
Station  and  Cottages  adjoining.  The  District  Council  is 
negotiating  for  a further  extension  through  the  village  to  the 
Fox  Inn,  so  that  the  householders  will  shortly  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  obtaining  their  supply  from  this  source. 

Street  Improvements  and  Private  Street  Works. 

The  work  of  widening  Claude  Avenue  Bridge  in  the 
southern  part  of  Twerton,  which  carries  the  road  over  the 
Somerset  and  Dorset  Railway,  is  . now  shortly  to  be  put  in 
hand.  In  October  last,  a Local  Government  Board  Inquiry 
was  held  with  the  result  that  the  scheme  has  now  been 
approved  and  the  loan  of  £600  for  the  purpose  has  been 
sanctioned. 

The  proposed  public  convenience  to  be  provided  in  con- 
nection with  the  scheme  has  also  received  the  sanction  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  the  loan  of  £180  granted  so 
that  the  works  will  be  proceeded  with  as  soon  as  the  final 
arrangements  are  completed  and  contracts  entered  into. 

During  the  year  Private  Street  Works  were  executed  to 
the  remaining  portion  of  Coronation  Avenue,  South  Twerton, 
at  a cost  of  about  £450,  and  the  whole  of  that  street  has  now 
been  completed  and  declared  a highway  repairable  by  the 
inhabitants  at  large. 
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Plans  have  also  been  prepared  by  the  Surveyor  for  the 
making  up  of  Sladebrook  Avenue,  Lymore  Gardens  and 
Dartmouth  Avenue  in  the  parish  of  Twerton,  and  Evelyn 
Road  in  the  parish  of  Weston,  and  these  works  will  be  pro- 
ceeded with  in  the  coming  year  when  the  necessary  prelim- 
inaries have  been  completed. 

Street  Watering. 

Street  watering  in  the  parishes  of  Weston  and  Twerton 
was  as  usual  undertaken,  but  had  to  be  discontinued  after  the 
first  week  in  July  owing  to  the  action  of  the  Bath  Town 
Council  in  giving  notice  to  discontinue  the  use  of  the  water 
for  the  purpose. 

In  the  parish  of  Charlcombe  street  watering  was  carried 
out  during  the  season  from  March  up  to  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember. 

The  Local  Government  Board  in  the  application  of  the 
District  Council  also  issued  an  order  empowering  the  Council 
to  undertake  the  removal  of  house  refuse  and  street  watering 
in  the  parish  of  Monkton  Combe. 


Scavenging. 

During  the  past  year  a fresh  contract  has  been  entered 
into  for  the  improvement  in  the  method  of  the  collecting  of 
refuse  in  the  parish  of  Twerton,  and  the  Surveyor  prepared  a 
schedule  setting  forth  the  dates  of  collection  from  each  street 
in  the  parish  throughout  the  year.  A contract  based  on  the 
provision  of  this  schedule  has  been  entered  into  for  a period 
of  three  years  and  the  work  is  proceeding  in  a very  satisfac- 
tory manner  with  an  almost  entire  absence  of  complaint  from 
the  householders. 

In  the  parish  of  Weston  also  the  work  continues  to  be 
efficiently  performed  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  of  the 
contract  for  fortnightly  collections  of  the  refuse,  but  com- 
plaints are  received  from  time  to  time  of  the  infrequency  of 
the  removal  of  ashes  and  I am  of  opinion  that  in  this  parish 
a weekly  collection  should  be  undertaken  at  the  expiration  of 
the  present  contract. 
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In  the  parishes  of  Batheaston,  Bathampton  and  Bathford, 
the  collection  of  refuse  has  been  undertaken  as  in  previous 
years,  but  I understand  the  Surveyor  purposes  to  submit  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Council  further  proposals  which  he 
considers  necessary  to  improve  the  existing  arrangements. 


Rivers  Pollution  and  Sewerage. 

The  question  of  the  pollution  of  the  river  and  the  general 
sewerage  of  the  district,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Council, 
has  during  the  past  year  received  much  attention  at  the  hands 
of  the  District  Council,  and  a special  Committee  was  formed 
to  consider  the  matter  very  fully  in  all  its  details. 

As  Statutory  Notices  were  served  by  the  County  Council 
both  on  the  Town  Council  and  the  Rural  District  Council  to 
take  the  sewage  of  the  district  out  of  the  river  Avon,  no  time 
could  be  lost  in  taking  action. 

With  this  object  in  view  the  District  Council  called  upon 
the  Surveyor  to  prepare  a report  on  the  sewerage  of  the  Rural 
districts  with  the  result  that  after  the  report  had  been  received 
and  considered  the  services  of  Mr.  J.  E.  Willcox,  Civil 
Engineer,  were  secured  to  advise  the  Council  on  the  whole 
question. 

In  consequence,  however,  of  the  application  of  the  Bath 
Town  Council  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  an  exten- 
sion of  the  City  Boundaries  to  include  several  of  the  parishes 
now  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Council  and  of  the  subse- 
quent Inquiry  held  in  December,  the  whole  matter  is  in 
abeyance  awaiting  the  decision  of  the  Local  Government 
Board. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

CHARLES  HARPER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


February  27th,  1909. 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORKS  CARRIED  OUT 
DURING  1908. 


90  Certificates  granted  for  occupation  of  new  houses. 
39  Lengths  of  new  sewers  tested  by  water  and  smoke. 
129  Sets  of  house  drains  tested  by  water  and  smoke. 
100  Defects  remedied  in  sewers  and  drains. 

22  Nuisances  from  water-closets  abated. 

7 Nuisances  from  eaves  guttering  abated. 

35  Nuisances  from  choked  sewers  and  drains  abated. 

6 Nuisances  from  keeping  of  animals  abated. 

2 Nuisances  from  cesspools  overflowing  abated. * 

2 Nuisances  from  privies  abated. 

5 Dangerous  buildings  remedied. 

80  Inspections  of  houses  after  infectious  disease. 

3 Dirty  houses  cleansed. 

52  Existing  houses  connected  up  to  new  sewers. 

15  Other  nuisances  dealt  with. 

30  Bakehouse  inspections. 

32  Accumulations  dealt  with. 

86  Notices  to  limewash  cow  sheds,  etc. 

8 Dairymen  registered. 

1 0 Premises  inspected  previous  to  selling  milk. 

3 Dairymen  changing  premises. 

11  Samples  of  water  analysed. 
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Report  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Work- 
shop Act,  1901,  in  connection  with  Factories,  Work- 
shops, Workplaces  and  Homework. 


1, -INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 


Factories  (including  Factory 
Laundries) 

W orkshops  (including  W ork- 
sbop  Laundries 
Workplaces  (other  than  Out- 
workers’ premises  included 
in  Part  3of  this  Report)  ... 

Total 


Number  of 
Inspections. 

No.  of  written 
Notices. 

Number  of 
Prosecutions. 

28 

6 

Nil 

107 

9 

>> 

64 

9 

>> 

199 

24 

1 „ 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

Number  of 
Defects 
found. 

Number  of 
Defects 
remedied. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : 
AVant  of  cleanliness 

2 

2 

W ant  of  ventilation 

2 

2 

Overcrowding  ... 

1 

1 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  ... 

3 

3 

Other  nuisances 

10 

10 

Total 

18 

18 

27 


3.— HOME  WORK. 


Nature  of  Work. 

Lists  received 
from  Employers 
sending  twice 
in  the  year. 

Addresses  of 
Outworkers. 

Notices 
served 
on  Occupiers 

Inspections 

of 

Lists. 

Out- 

workers. 

Received 
from  other 
Councils. 

Forwarded 
to  other 
Councils. 

as  to 

keeping  or 
sending  lists. 

Outworkers’ 

premises. 

W earing 
Apparel : 
Making  . . . 

4 

46 

37 

5 

2 

58 

Furniture  & 
Upholstery 

2 

26 

3 

7 

2 

9 

Total  ... 

6 

72 

40 

12 

4 

67 

4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number. 

Workshop  Bakehouses 

27 

W orkshop  Laundries 

29 

Bootmaking  .... 
Carpentering  ... 

5 

17 

Metal  W orking 

8 

Clothing 

26 

Dressmaking  and  Millinery  ... 

18 

Other  Workplaces 

30 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register  ... 

160 

28 


5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 

Number. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : 
Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Work- 
shop Act  (s.  133)... 

Nil 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

3 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector 

3 

Other  Notices  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  and 
attended  to 

9 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  : 
Certificates  granted  during  the  year 

Nil 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the.  year 

3 

Local  Government  Board  Table  I. — Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1908  and  previous  Years. 
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Local  Government  Board  Table  II. — Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1908  and  previous  years. 


£ 

jbbA  i 

Japun  sqjBad 

fH  ; 03  h- i ;(M  h h h ; 

05 

rH 

o 

H 

P 

saSy 

IJB  }B  SqjBSQ 

?0©b>U5^0ffliOt'«3 

<o 

05 

P 

M 

pSjajsiSaj 

TO 

Ir^rH00ae>lOC3rHtOrH® 

rH  rH  rH  pH  pH  rH  rr 

to 

rH 

CO 

P 

P 

JBaA  qDB3  JO 
aipptui  oj  pajnui 
-psa  uoptqndoa 

03C3  03  05  05  03  05  05  05  00 
<O<O<OCOCOCOCOCOCOOO 
rH^'^rHrH''HrH''HrHlO 

460 

r> 

58 

jnaA  i 

japun  sqjBaQ; 

: . :03  f-H  : : : : : 

CO 

w 

saSy 

IP*  }B  sq^Bafj 

: hh  03 

- 

03 

a 

m 

pajajsiSaj 

sqjJi'g 

COCOrHir-r'.'<HcCC3rHiO 

rH 

CO 

o 

o 

aeaA  qoea  jo 
aippiui  o}  pajuui 
-psa"  uopcjudoj 

OOOMMCOMMCCM 

C5C505<0<0<0<0<0<0<0 

178 

163 

jaaA  i 

japun  sqjuaQ 

(N  : : <m  : rn  : ; ; r-i 

CO 

o 

H 

saSy 

IP*  }B  sq}BaQ 

COC3COI>  : 03  CO  to  O 03 

rH 

CO 

CO 

P 

l> 

pajajsiSaj 

sqjjfa 

pHCOrHOJ>OCOCOCOX 

r-i  rH  H r-H  rH  rH 

o 

05 

<3 

P 

U 

jeaA  qoBa  jo 
aippiui  oj  pajBui 
-psa"  uop-ejndoa 

03C3C35O<OCO<O<OCDCO 
CDCOCO  05  05  05  05  05  05  05 
COCOCOrH^rHrHrHrHrH 

445 

523 

P 

M 

S 

o 

juaA  i 

japun  sqjcaQ 

: 

: 

saSy 

HB  in  sq^BaQ 

0i^O5Q0'<^^I^Tt<0303 

to 

03 

3 

pa 

pajajsiSaj 

sqjjja 

TH-rnrHlOCOCOtOCOlOtO 

rH 

<1 

W 

o 

juaA  qoaa  jo 
ajppiui  ojypajBui 
-psa"  uopB[ndoj 

<0<0<0»0i0»0i0»0i0>0 
COCOCOt— t-t-t-* 

736 

820 

jnaA  j 

japun  sqjeaQ 

C5COHHTHC3rH<OrHCOi-H 

3-7 

P 

P5 

O 

saSy 

HB  }B  sqjnaQ 

OCOXOCibCOHO^ 

OJ  H rH  r^i  r-H 

03 

05 

P 

H 

EH 

pajajstSaJ 

sq;ji'a 

O5tOrHt0>tOl>»®iOrHC3 

O3O3O3O3O3O3O3CCfh03 

rH 

CN 

to 

03 

H 

tt 

juaA  qana  jo 
ajppiui  oj  pa}Bui 
-psa"  uoptqndoa 

<O<O<OHHHHHHH 

00  CO  OO  05  05  05  05  05  05  05 

oooooooooooooooooooo 

889 

896 

jnaA  i 

japun  sqjnaQ 

:COCOCOC3C3rHrHJt-C3 

2*7 

CO 

O 

Eh 

m 

saSy 

H«  3*  sqjBaQ 

03  05  h(0h00hO03C5 
03»— '03  03  03i-hC00303hH 

03 

rH 

03 

<1 

P 

W 

pajajsiSaj 

sqjjfa 

©C300i-it^rHOOC3l>*rH 

THrHCOCOCOrHCOrHCOCO 

00 

CO 

t- 

rH 

Eh 

<3 

« 

jeaA  qoea  jo 
aippiui  03  pajBiu 
-psa*  uopepdoa 

100  00  00  00  00  00000000 
C303rHTHrHTHrHrHThrH 

t-^r^cocococococococo 

1671 

1594 

£ 

jnaA  i 

japun  sqjeaQ 

: 03  hh  :::::: 

CO 

O 

Eh 

P 

M 

sa3y 

Il«  }B  sq;B3(j 

CDCOOt^CON^HMH 

lO 

to 

<3 

S 

pajajsiSaj 

sqjjfa 

a>ooooooco^t^ooco 

rH 

<o 

CO 

Eh 

<3 

M 

juaA  qoea  jo 
ajppiui  oj  pajBui 
-psa  uopuindoj 

0303030000000 

000<0<0<0<0<0<0<0 

rH-^rHrHrHrHrHrHrHrH 

442 

OO 

CO 

rH 

Names  of 
Localities 

Year 

MOOhNMtJUOON 

05000000000 

00000505050505050505 

HHHMHHHHHH 

Averages 
of  years 
1898  to 
I9°7 

1908 

Local  Government  Board  Table  II. — continued. 
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Local  Government  Board  Table  III. — Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  Year  1908. 
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Local  Government  Board  Table  IV. — Cause  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1908. 
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Local  Government  Board  Table  V. — Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1908. 


Births  in  the  year  : — Legitimate,  696  ; Illegitimate,  10.  Deaths  in  the  year  : — Legitimate  infants,  44  ; Illegitimate, 
Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  334.  Population,  estimated  to  middle  of  1908,  30,176. 


